lan spent his early years in County Durham and the North Riding of Yorkshire before moving to
Lincoln with his family, where he completed his schooling, qualifying as a solicitor in the early
1970s. lan first practised in Lincoln and became a partner in one of the city’s firms before being
appointed a stipendiary magistrate by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in the West
Indies. This was followed by a short service commission in the British Army and a period of
service in the Directorate of Army Legal Services.

Following retirement from full-time legal work lan fulfilled a long-standing ambition to return to
the north of England and settled in Sedbergh in 2000, quickly becoming involved in community
matters including being a founder member of “Flicks in the Fells” (a community cinema). From
2012 - 2024 he was a member of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, first as a local
authority appointee and from 2014 as a Secretary of State (parish) member. lan was also
Deputy Chair of the authority for two years. In his ‘spare time’ lan enjoys fell walking,
photography, birdwatching and practising and teaching tai chi.

lan served as a Trustee for Friends of the Dales for 3 years from 2021-2024 and have recently
been co-opted (December 2024).



