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A Year in the Life of a Curlew...
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Winter

Spring

Summer

Autumn

World Curlew Day 
on 21st of April! >

Curlew are resting, feeding, 
sleeping and bathing on our 

beaches and shores

Fly back to uplands and meet 
up again with their life partner

K^mnkg�mh�ma^�lZf^�Û^e]�mh�g^lm

The Curlew eggs are 
incubated in long shifts for 

about 4 weeks

Chicks take about 4 weeks to 
`khp�Üb`am�_^Zma^kl

Fnfl�e^Zo^�Ûklm�Zl�ma^r�g^^]�
more time to put weight on for 

breeding the next year
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Concern for 
Curlew

Reasons for decline

•  Loss of habitat to buildings, roads, 
developments.

•  Fields drained, farmed more intensively, 
grass mown earlier in the year. 

•  Predation of eggs/chicks from crows, foxes 
and large gulls

•  Disturbance as far more people and dogs 
visit the coasts and countrysides. 

About 120,000 pairs 
in 1995

Hunting curlew banned 
in the UK

About 59,000 pairs in 
2016

About 50% decrease 
within 25 years

We need 10,000 more 
chicks to survive every 
XGCR�ěO�ĚGUGĚ�Oė�ěJG�

decline...

Curlew have almost 
disappeared from 

lowland England, Wales 
and Ireland.

25% of the global 
population of Eurasian 

Curlew are now found in 
Northern Britain.

>

>

>

For every four nests, about one chick survives.
A breeding pair of curlew lays an average of four eggs per nest, so about only 1/16 will 
survive into adulthood. With such a high mortality rate in chicks, the curlew population is 
Z`bg`�Zg]�pbmahnm�l^kbhnl�Z\mbhg�mh�bfikho^�\ab\d�lnkoboZe%�ma^k^�lhhg�phg�m�[^�^ghn`a�

breeding pairs to keep the species alive.

*UK Curlew Population



How can I help 
the Curlew? 

Donate

Test your new Curlew 
knowledge and be in 
with a chance to win 
a Friends of the Dales 

membership!

Curlew Action

YDNPA - Curlew and 
Waders

British Trust for Ornithology 
(BTO) - Curlew facts

Support the Friends of the 
Dales in Campaigning for 
Curlew!

Be Curlew Friendly!

Remember to keep 
#PawsOnPathsPlease, from March 
to August in uplands and during the 
winter on the coast. You could become 
a volunteer costal “Dog Ranger” too!

Learn More!

Keep Posted!

@friendsofthedales

Follow along with the 
#WorldCurlewDay tag and some 
fantastic curlew campaigns!

@hilltopfarmgirl

@curlewaction

@curlewcalls

@waderquest

@curlewcountryproject

@waderstudy

Support sustainable and responsible 
farming, make sure to dispose of your 
rubbish responsibly and buy peat free 
compost! All of the above helps to 
ikhm^\m�ma^�\nke^p�l�^gobkhgf^gm'�

JoinInfo



#WorldCurlewDay
I’m supporting
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