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Our ever increasing demands on the 
natural resources of the planet are causing

two existential crises:

Global warming, and
Global ecological destruction  



Safe limit

Global temperatures are predicted to reach the “safe limit” of +1.5 oC by 2033



69%

The average change in relative 
abundance of 31,821 populations, 
representing 5,230 vertebrate 
species monitored across the 
globe

Source: WWF/ZSL (2022) 184.

Biodiversity Loss: the Living Planet Index (1970 – 2018)



These are global issues

But they are also expressed locally, 
including here in the Dales



We have more frequent and more intense rainfall events



Bristol Zoo Gardens

LostDeclining
Declining?

Declining

Declining

Declining
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What are we doing in 
Addingham?



Set up by the Civic Society in May 2016

Our aim:

to raise awareness about the challenges 
we face and help our local village community 

look after our natural environment and work towards
a sustainable lifestyle

Addingham Environment Group



A website: http://addinghamenvironmentgroup.org.uk/

A Facebook page with 
950 followers

A Twitter account with
250 followers

After seven years we have over 
300 members and 100 active volunteers

from a population of 3,500

A logo

http://addinghamenvironmentgroup.org.uk/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIzNOjg6fgAhVcA2MBHSVpCDcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.eonline.com/news/892251/twitter-is-officially-doubling-its-word-count&psig=AOvVaw3AL2CZREhbN93DoEllMvk2&ust=1549539607786046


Civic Society Newsletter to 
400 members monthly

Village Newsletter delivered to 
every house twice a year



We reach out to all residents delivering leaflets to every house



“Annual” update to the Civic 
Society membership

“How green is our village?”

• Our carbon footprint (April 2019)
• War on waste (Feb 2020)
• Sustainable water and the 

importance of ponds (Dec 2021)
• Making space for nature (Feb 2023)



Annual Environment Weekend



Environment weekend 2022



Working with young people in the village



Working with the Primary School
(year 3 here)



Our Saplings



Thanks to our volunteers
Our Saturday morning volunteers



Our approach is inspired by
The “one planet living” concept



One Planet Living https://www.bioregional.com/one-planet-living

“What if everyone, everywhere 
lived happy, healthy lives within
the limits of our one planet, 
leaving space for wildlife and 
wilderness? 

We call this One Planet Living” 

https://www.bioregional.com/one-planet-living


• Zero carbon Addingham
• Zero waste Addingham
• Wildlife friendly Addingham
• Sustainable water Addingham

We have four working groups



Zero carbon Addingham

• Lead: John Sykes
• Core group of about 10
• Meets every 6 weeks
• Village carbon footprint (WWF website)
• Renewable energy (solar panels)
• Electric vehicles (advice, public charging points)
• Energy efficiency (home and public buildings)
• Tree planting (working with landowners)



Calculating our village carbon footprint using the WWF carbon calculator
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Village average 11.8 tonnes (n=40) in 2019

Needed to be 10.5 in 2021

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
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Helping homeowners with energy efficiency

We survey village homes for heat loss with a thermal imaging camera



We also have a kit box of equipment available for residents to 
borrow to assess their own homes for energy loss

3



Encouraging the installation 
of solar panels



Zero waste

• Lead: vacant
• Core group of about 8
• Six litter wardens (green spaces and footpaths)
• Meets every 6 weeks
• Household waste recycling
• Food waste project
• Reducing plastic 



Follow the “Waste hierarchy"

Reuse 
and 
Recycle



We organise an annual Village jumble trail – re-using household items



The village recycles 31% of its
household waste and deposits 69% in

the residual waste bin

Recycle

We want to improve!

Our TARGET is 50%



We are promoting the use of wormeries and Bokashi bins 
to compost cooked food waste



War on plastic: 

re-using plastic 
tree guards



Wildlife friendly Addingham
• Lead: Jan Hindle
• Meets weekly through the year on Saturday mornings
• About 50 active volunteers
• About 20 bird observers
• 10 Bee and butterfly observers (10 transects)
• Trees and hedges
• Wildflowers
• Hedgehogs
• Wildlife ponds
• Invasive species



Hedge planting at
Marchup Heights, 2023





Old Station Way – after six years



New school wildlife pond

2021 2023



Himalayan balsam
(Impatiens glandulifera)

After five years our volunteers, guides and 
scouts, have cleared much of our balsam.  
We’re now working on the River Wharfe



We encourage wildlife friendly gardens

Wildflower lawns, ponds, hedgehog friendly,
pollinator friendly, zero poison  



Sustainable water Addingham

• Lead: Rick Battarbee
• About 15 trained beck stewards
• Tap water consumption
• Flood resilience
• SuDS and rain gardens
• Natural flood management (NFM)
• Water quality
• Invasives



Boxing day 2015 

Understanding flood risk and increasing flood resilience



Sustainable urban drainage systems (SuDS) to deal with 
surface runoff and slow the flow

South Field (AD003/4)

Moor Lane, Addingham

Permeable drives



Water butts

Pond Bog

Soakaway

Rain from roof

An Addingham rain garden

Slowing the flow using sustainable drainage (SuDS)
Creating rain gardens



Monitoring water quality in Town Beck



Monitoring invasive American crayfish in our becks 



Next steps



Climate Action Addingham

• Reaching out beyond our 300 
members to the 3,500 residents, over 20
organisations (clubs, societies etc), and
over 50 (?) businesses in the village 

• A working group between the Parish 
Council and Civic Society, advised by AEG,
to tackle climate change and biodiversity loss

• We launched on Thursday 3rd November



CAA: draft objectives

Carbon

• Reducing personal carbon footprints 
• Improving home energy efficiency 
• Decreasing fossil fuel dependence for home heating 
• Increasing renewable energy generation 
• Walking and cycling more 
• Using public transport 
• Increasing plant-based diets 
• Sequestering carbon through tree and hedge planting 

Waste 
• Recycling more household waste 
• Reducing food waste, including cooked food waste 
• Reducing plastic and eliminating single-use plastic 

Water 

• Reducing use of tap water 
• Reducing surface water runoff 
• Slowing the flow of flood water 

Biodiversity 
• Creating wildlife friendly gardens and allotments 
• Planting trees and hedges 
• Increasing wildflower meadows 
• Increasing numbers of pollinators 
• Protecting red list birds 
• Increasing hedgehog populations 
• Creating wildlife ponds 
• Restoring becks 
• Eliminating use of plant and animal poisons 
• Controlling invasive species 



Successes, challenges and frustrations

• Community success – built a membership and connected to other 
groups

• Some environmental successes – trees, wildflowers, ponds, recycling, 
home energy efficiency; but

• Need to overcome resistance to change
• Need to reach out beyond the membership to the whole community
• Need to speed up implementation of measures to safeguard the future 
• Need to put sustainable living at the centre of all we do

Outcomes so far
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