
Saving the planet  
Addingham style

Rick Battarbee

AddinghamEnvironment Group

and University College London 

Friends of the Dales, Saturday, July 1st, 2023



Our ever increasingdemands on the 
natural resources of the planet are causing

two existential crises:

Global warming, and
Global ecological destruction  



Safe limit

Dƭƻōŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ άǎŀŦŜ ƭƛƳƛǘέ ƻŦ ҌмΦр oCby 2033



69%

The average change in relative 
abundance of 31,821 populations, 
representing 5,230 vertebrate 
species monitored across the 
globe

Source: WWF/ZSL (2022) 184.

Biodiversity Loss: the Living Planet Index (1970 ς2018)



These are global issues

But they are also expressed locally, 
including here in the Dales



We have more frequent and more intense rainfall events



Bristol Zoo Gardens

LostDeclining
Declining?

Declining

Declining

Declining
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What are we doing in 
Addingham?



Set up by the Civic Society in May 2016

Our aim:

to raise awareness about the challenges 
we face and help our local village community 

look after our natural environment and work towards
a sustainable lifestyle

AddinghamEnvironment Group



A website: http://addinghamenvironmentgroup.org.uk/

A Facebook page with 
950 followers

A Twitter account with
250 followers

After seven years we have over 
300 members and 100 active volunteers

from a population of 3,500

A logo

http://addinghamenvironmentgroup.org.uk/
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Civic Society Newsletter to 
400 members monthly

Village Newsletter delivered to 
every house twice a year



We reach out to all residents delivering leaflets to every house



ά!ƴƴǳŀƭέ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛŎ 
Society membership

άIƻǿ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΚέ

ÅOur carbon footprint (April 2019)
ÅWar on waste (Feb 2020)
ÅSustainable water and the 

importance of ponds (Dec 2021)
ÅMaking space for nature (Feb 2023)



Annual Environment Weekend



Environment weekend 2022



Working with young people in the village



Working with the Primary School
(year 3 here)



Our Saplings



Thanks to our volunteers
Our Saturday morning volunteers



Our approach is inspired by
¢ƘŜ άƻƴŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎέ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ



One Planet Living https://www.bioregional.com/one-planet-living

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ 
lived happy, healthy lives within
the limits of our one planet, 
leaving space for wildlife and 
wilderness? 

We call this One Planet Livingέ 

https://www.bioregional.com/one-planet-living


ÅZero carbon Addingham
ÅZero waste Addingham
ÅWildlife friendly Addingham
ÅSustainable water Addingham

We have four working groups



Zero carbon Addingham

ÅLead: John Sykes
ÅCore group of about 10
ÅMeets every 6 weeks
ÅVillage carbon footprint (WWF website)
ÅRenewable energy (solar panels)
ÅElectric vehicles (advice, public charging points)
ÅEnergy efficiency (home and public buildings)
ÅTree planting (working with landowners)



Calculating our village carbon footprint using the WWF carbon calculator
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Village average 11.8tonnes (n=40) in 2019

Needed to be 10.5in 2021

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
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Helping homeowners with energy efficiency

We survey village homes for heat loss with a thermal imaging camera



We also have a kit box of equipment available for residents to 
borrow to assess their own homes for energy loss
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