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Comment on Planning Application: E/16/11/LB Smardale Gill Viaduct, Smardale 

Listed building consent for installation of stainless steel mesh panels along the length of the 

existing viaduct railings to comply with current safety standards 

 

Dear Ms White 

Friends of the Dales welcomes efforts to make possible the re-opening of Smardale Gill Viaduct, the 

closure of which has resulted in disruption of routes popular with naturalists and other walkers.  

However, we are disappointed in the aesthetic quality of the current proposal.  In similar situations 

where safety is the concern, transparent panels have provided a more acceptable solution, and we 

would like to see evidence that this and other possibilities have been explored. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Malcolm Petyt, Chair of Policy Committee 

Friends of the Dales is a working name of the Yorkshire Dales Society which was founded in 1981 and 

is a registered charity and company limited by guarantee. Friends of the Dales is free of political and 

financial affiliations. We work to ensure that the Government, the Yorkshire Dales National Park 

Authority, and other relevant agencies deliver their obligations to care for the special qualities of the 

Yorkshire Dales, an internationally important area. We do this by considering major planning 

applications and policy development affecting the Yorkshire Dales and adjacent areas. We offer a 

year round programme of walks and talks so that everyone can enjoy and learn more about this 

beautiful area and why it needs protection. We have a membership of around 1,300 individuals, 

families, businesses and organisations. 


